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WAUKESHA — Kate Egan’s family
has called Waukesha home for a long
time. Her maternal grandfather, Gor-
don Brember, was born here in 1918,
and attended the Waukesha School
District, like both her parents would,
just like she did herself along with
her husband. Today, younger mem-
bers of the family are working their
way through the same schools. 

The family’s connection to the
school district runs strong, particu-
larly when it comes to Waukesha
South High School. Egan’s parents
actually moved their residence to
ensure she and her siblings would
graduate from their alma mater. 

Though she doesn’t recall a single
moment when she knew she wanted to
study architecture, Egan remembers
an experience that began to kindle
that passion: designing a house in
eighth grade. 

“I always imagined what that space
would look like in 3D as opposed to 2D;
lines on a page,” she said. “I’m a real-
ly good planner, in terms of laying out
spaces and thinking about how people

are going to interact and occupy those
spaces.”

But design wasn’t the only learning
experience to help Egan on her jour-
ney. In fact, she said the broad range of
experiences she had laid a strong foun-
dation for later pursuits. Studying

German for five years with a tight knit
group of students and a beloved teach-
er, Susan Otto – who they called
“Frau” – led to studying abroad in
Europe. Egan said that exposure to the 
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WAUKESHA — Wauke-
sha County is seeing a surge

in confirmed COVID-19
cases. A total of 52 con-
firmed new cases was
reported on the county’s
dashboard Thursday, the
single largest increase since

the dashboard began report-
ing COVID-19 data in March. 

Waukesha County Execu-
tive Paul Farrow said that
while the county has no offi-
cial orders regarding

COVID-19, its guidelines
remain a resource for busi-
nesses and individuals. He
urged people to social dis-
tance, practice good person-
al hygiene and contact their

physician if needed. “As of
today we are still recom-
mending that people avoid
gatherings of 50 people or
greater,” he said.

The surge may be partially

driven by an increase in test-
ing; this week was the first
time Waukesha County
received more than a thou-
sand test results in a single
day. Farrow said that’s about
double the testing done pre-
viously. 

County sees surge in new COVID-19 cases
Trend may be partially driven by more testing 

See VIRUS, PAGE 6A
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Kate Egan outside Waukesha South, the high school she graduated from and is
now redesigning.
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WAUKESHA — Since
many Wisconsinites have
lost their jobs due to the
coronavirus, or have been
unable to work under the
Safer at Home order, they
have been forced to apply for
unemployment, a process
that has been troublesome
for many.

That was the case for
Muskego resident Phil Nico-
lato, who worked as a con-
tractor for Experis and
Goodwill Industries when he
was laid off due to COVID-
19.

Nicolato said he was laid
off on March 19 and applied
for unemployment the fol-
lowing Monday online.

“Everything was done,
and then, after (I) hit submit,
I received a message that I
needed to call to talk to
somebody about my online
app,” he said. “That’s when

the fun started.”
Nicolato said he spent

most of his time calling the
unemployment office before
they even opened. He esti-
mated he would call the
office about 100 times a day.

“When you’d call ... the
phone lines were so jacked
because there were so many
people calling that it would
just automatically discon-
nect,” he said. “Or, when you
were able to get through, the
message was that there was
too many people on hold and
they automatically discon-
nected you.”

Nicolato waited seven
weeks and when he was
finally approved, he received
all of his benefits in one
night.

Area residents 
cite difficulties 

with applying for 
unemployment

Submitted file photo

Noah and Leo Zapfel at the 2019 Wis-
consin State Fair in front of the big
Ferris Wheel.

2020 Wisconsin State Fair canceled
WEST ALLIS — Those looking to

get their annual cream puff fix will
have to wait another year.

The Wisconsin State Fair Park
Board of Directors announced
Thursday that the 2020 State Fair has
been canceled.

On Tuesday, the board voted unani-
mously to authorize Chairman John
Yingling to make the final decision
on whether events scheduled at State
Fair Park, including the 2020 Wiscon-
sin State Fair, were to be canceled.
On Thursday, Yingling announced
his decision to cancel the fair. 

“On behalf of the entire State Fair
Park Board of Directors, please
know that the decision to cancel the
2020 Wisconsin State Fair was not

taken lightly," said Yingling in a
statement. “Months of deliberation
took place, considering all options to
host a Fair that adheres to the high-
est standard of safety without com-
promising the experience. We
explored countless models, but ulti-
mately safety cannot be compro-
mised. The risks associated with
hosting an event of this size and
scope right now are just too great.”

According to a press release from
the Wisconsin State Fair Park Board
of Directors, Yingling and the board
have been in communication with
Governor Tony Evers, as well as the
Department of Administration, and
have their support.

The fair has been canceled only

six times in 169 years. It was last
canceled in 1945, during World War
II.

“The Wisconsin State Fair is so
much more than just a fair – it is a
celebration of everything we are so
proud of in Wisconsin,” said Kath-
leen O’Leary, CEO of Wisconsin
State Fair Park. “We understand the
magnitude of disappointment you
may be feeling. We feel it too. Howev-
er, safety is our top priority, and that
cannot be compromised under any
circumstance. We have tremendous-
ly loyal fairgoers, vendors, partners
and exhibitors. For that we are forev-
er grateful, and our greatest respon-
sibility is to ensure that the fair
remains strong and resilient for
future generations.”

Kapenga:
Department 

of Workforce
Development

should do more

Waukesha County Fair still scheduled for July
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Fair
From Page 1A

For those who have
already purchased admis-
sion tickets during the
annual holiday sales pro-
motion, tickets will be valid
for the 2021 Wisconsin State
Fair. However, refunds are
also available through June
30, 2020. Main Stage concert
tickets are eligible for a full
refund. Concert tickets pur-
chased with a credit card
will automatically be
refunded to the card used
for purchase. For more
details, as well as answers
to many other questions,
visit Wistatefair.com.

The 2021 Wisconsin State
Fair, presented by U.S. Cel-
lular, is scheduled to take
place Aug. 5 – Aug. 15.

The cancellation of the
State Fair surely has Wash-
ington County residents
wondering what will hap-
pen with the annual Wash-
ington County Fair. Kelli
Boone, executive director
of Washington County Fair
Park & Conference Center,
said Thursday that a final
decision will come on Mon-
day.

Boone said previously
officials would still like to
put on the fair if they are
allowed to and they are
“waiting to see what the
health departments are
going to come out with.”

The Waukesha County
Fair, however, is still in the
works. The 178th anniver-
sary is still scheduled for
July 15 through July 19.

Chrissy Gluege, execu-
tive director of the Wauke-
sha County Fair Associa-
tion, said Thursday they
are continuing to weigh all
of the possibilities for the
2020 Waukesha County
Fair.

“At the forefront of any
decision is the health and
safety of all involved,” she
said. “We are evaluating all
we can and making sure we
are being responsible in
our approach. When a deci-
sion is made, it will be the
right decision, for the right
reasons, knowing that all
opportunities were consid-
ered and no stone was left
unturned.”

Jobless
From Page 1A

“The good news was I had
started a new job that fol-
lowing Monday,” he said.

Overall, Nicolato
described the process as
extremely frustrating. 

Not only was he worried
about receiving his unem-
ployment benefits, but he
was also worried about the
job market and interviewed
for two other jobs during
the pandemic before he was
hired.

Unemployment numbers
While Nicolato has been

approved for his benefits,
others are still waiting.

As of Saturday, 2.4 mil-
lion claims had been
received but only about 1.7
million had been processed,
according to the Depart-
ment of Workforce Develop-
ment.

Waukesha County saw a
9.7% increase in unemploy-
ment from March to April
when the Safer at Home
order took effect across the
state.

On Wednesday, the DWD
released preliminary data
showing Wisconsin’s unem-
ployment rate coming in at

14.1% for April. Waukesha
County’s unemployment
rate was 12.4% in April and
2.7% in March.

Many residents have been
in contact with their repre-
sentatives in the state Leg-
islature to ask for assis-
tance in processing their
claims.

State Sen. Chris Kapenga,
R-Delafield, said his office
has been trying to assist
about 100 people.

Kapenga said after
Wednesday’s legislative
hearing, he still feels the
DWD does not know what
they are doing.

“They’re not taking
action in a timely manner
to resolve any issues that
they run into ... they could
be working three shifts,
having people come in and
man the phones 24 hours a
day ... and they should have
started that eight weeks ago
when this actually started
being a problem,” he said.

Kapenga said many peo-
ple won’t be able to pay
their bills as they wait until
the end of June for more
staff in the DWD office.

“Pennsylvania went out
and hired extra people right
away and they brought
them in and they figured
out how to process the

claims,” Kapenga said.
Democrats have coun-

tered complaints from
Republicans, stating that
policies enacted in recent
years by the GOP have
made it harder for unem-
ployed workers to get bene-
fits.

Feedback
When asked on The Free-

man Facebook page, many
people said they are still
waiting for approval.

Mitch Rue said: “I had
been filing weekly since the
middle of March with no
response except a letter
that stated what I would
qualify for but no money.
I’ve sent two emails as I
can’t get through the
phone.”

Allison Boomgarden said
she has been waiting since
she applied March 31.

Josh Bailey said in order
to get through to the office,
he called about 300 times.

Others, however, were for-
tunate enough to have their
benefits approved right
away.

Pam Shook said she is one
of the lucky ones.

“I filed and have always
received my checks,” she
said. “I have co-workers
who still haven’t.”

Architect
From Page 1A

Old World cultivated an
appreciation for the archi-
tecture there, particularly in
Germany and Paris. “It defi-
nitely fostered a love for
building, a love of the built
environment,” she said. 

Studying Honors English
was another educational
expires Egan credits with
sharpening her critical
thinking skills. 

Now, decades after gradua-
tion, Egan works for Bray
Architects and is redesign-
ing the school buildings that
weren’t just a part of her
own life, but the lives of fam-
ily members and neighbors
going back generations. She
said it helps not having to
learn the names of all the
schools she’s working on,
which is particularly handy
when that list includes 16
names. 

Being a district alumna,
Egan’s insider perspective of

past school layouts informs
her decisions about how to
design future ones. She
remembers what worked
well and what didn’t regard-
ing traffic flow, ease of use,
and time efficiency. In partic-
ular, the old cafeteria at Cen-
tral Middle School, now Les
Paul Middle School, was
known for its less-than-opti-
mal design. 

“As a student, the only way
to get there (is) to go all the
way through the connection
piece (between buildings),”
Egan said. “You have to cross
the food line in the process.” 

Principal Rob Bennet men-
tioned the cafeteria as a con-
cern; it wasn’t just ineffi-
cient but below grade, so peo-
ple in wheelchairs couldn’t
exit easily in an emergency. 

“I said, ‘Yeah, let’s tear it
down and build a new one,”
Egan said. 

The new cafeteria will
have improved access for all
students and staff, more day-
light, and better traffic flow.
“Before, nobody wanted to be

in the cafeteria,” she said.
Egan is also proud of

putting in an elevator at But-
ler Middle School, which will
provide wheelchair access to
the entire building as
opposed to just the main
level. “You couldn’t do any-
thing else,” she said. “It’s a
major thing for the school...
We design our buildings
with people in mind (and) we
shouldn’t separate people
based on their physical abili-
ties.” Adding accessible
bathrooms is a key feature in
many of the district’s reno-
vations. 

With a brother teaching at
Horning Middle School, a
brother-in-law serving as an
associate principal at Butler
Middle School, the drive to
improve the district’s facili-
ties continues to be a person-
al one for Egan. “It’s exciting
to be making improvements
to both of their schools,” she
said. Her niece is also attend-
ing Randall STEM Elemen-
tary School, the same ele-
mentary school as her hus-

band, mother, and grand-
mother. 

For those working toward
graduation and future
careers, Egan advises flexi-
bility, a can-do attitude and
critical thinking skills. 

“This is going to be tough
to top in my career,” she

said. “The course of my edu-
cation gave me a great foun-
dation to go out into the
world. It gave me not only
pride in my community, and
who I was and who I was
becoming, but confidence to
go out into the world and
make it better.” 

By the numbers
Waukesha County 
COVID-19 cases 
Confirmed cases
■ Active: 179
■ Recovered: 436
■ Deceased: 28
■ Cumulative case total: 591
■ Daily confirmed case count:
52 

Emergency Department visits
■ COVID-9 symptoms: 8
■ Flu symptoms: 2
■ Percentage positive test
results: 4.6%
■ Percentage cases requiring
hospitalization: 25%

Cases per capita: 163.0
■ State average cases per 
capita: 293.7
■ Case fatality percentage:
5%
■ State average fatality 
percentage: 3%

Hardest-hit municipalities 
by cases
■ Waukesha: 198
■ Menomonee Falls: 84
■ New Berlin: 61
■ Brookfield: 53

Most affected age group:
■ 50-59 years

Wisconsin
■ Deaths: 550
■ Positive tests: 16,972
■ Negative tests: 220,719

Source: Waukesha County COVID Case
Dashboard, Wisconsin Department of

Health Services 

Virus
From Page 1A

But more testing doesn’t
tell the whole story, because
the rate of positive test
results has ticked upward
too. It had been steady at a
little over 2% before rising
to 4.6%. 

So far, there are no theo-
ries about about what’s
caused the uptick. “They
don’t have the information
right now,” Farrow said of
the county health depart-
ment, but said it’s being
studied. He added this
appears to be a regional
trend. 

Going back to March 8,
the previous highest surge
in new cases was April 3
with 23 new cases. 

Working closely with the
local hospitals and ensur-
ing they are not overbur-
dened remains a priority.
For the time being, the
county will continue striv-
ing to strike a balance
between public health and
economic viability, Farrow
said. 

New results will be avail-
able daily. 

Submitted photo

Kate Egan during her 1999 study abroad trip with her German
class.

What do you think?

Phone: 262-513-2641
Email: soundoff@conleynet.com  

SOUND OFF

Will mail-in voting turn 
Election Day into Election Week?

WASHINGTON (AP) — A
shift to mail voting is
increasing the chances that
Americans will not know the
winner of November’s presi-
dential race on election
night. 

State election officials in
some key battleground
states have recently warned
that it may take days to
count what they expect will
be a surge of ballots sent by
mail out of concern for safe-
ty amid the pandemic. In an
election as close as 2016’s, a
delayed tally in key states
could keep news organiza-
tions from calling a winner.  

‘‘It may be several days
before we know the outcome
of the election,’’ Jocelyn
Benson, Michigan’s Demo-
cratic secretary of state, said
in an interview. ‘‘We have to
prepare for that now and
accept that reality.’’ 

Ohio’s Republican secre-
tary of state, Frank LaRose,
pleaded for ‘‘patience’’ from
the public. ‘‘We’ve gotten
accustomed to this idea that
by the middle of the evening
of election night, we’re
going to know all the
results,‘‘ LaRose said
Wednesday at a forum on
voting hosted by the Biparti-
san Policy Center. ‘‘Election
night reporting may take a
little longer’’ this year, he
warned. 

Delayed results are com-

mon in a few states where
elections are already con-
ducted largely by mail. But a
presidential election hasn’t
been been left in limbo since
2000, when ballot irregulari-
ties in Florida led to weeks of
chaos and court fights.  

For some election experts
and Democrats, the prospect
of similar uncertainty is
especially worrisome this
year, as President Donald
Trump disparages mail-in
voting as fraudulent and has
claimed that widespread
mail balloting will lead to a
‘‘rigged’’ election. 

Biden vs.Trump
spokesman

Some Democratic officials
have grown increasingly
vocal with their concerns
that Trump will try to med-
dle in the election. Former
Vice President Joe Biden
recently said he thinks
Trump may use his office to
intervene: ‘‘Mark my words,
I think he is going to try to
kick back the election some-
how, come up with some
rationale why it can’t be
held.”  

Trump campaign
spokesman Ken Farnaso
called the accusation ‘‘anoth-
er unsubstantiated creation
of the liberal conspiracy the-
ory machine” and accused
Biden of trying to ‘‘spread

confusion.’’ 
As voters look for a safer

alternative to in-person vot-
ing, election officials from
both parties have promoted
mail-in and absentee voting
options, and requests for
mail ballots have surged in
the primaries. Many states
expect to be scrambling to
process millions more in
November.  

While each state runs its
own process, those mail bal-
lots can take longer to count.
In some states, the ballots
can be accepted several days
after Election Day, as long as
they are postmarked before
polls closed. And while some
states count the ballots as
they come in, others —
notably the critical battle-
grounds of Michigan and
Pennsylvania — have laws
that forbid processing mail
ballots until Election Day,
guaranteeing the count will
extend well past that night. 

The AP regularly calls
races before the official vote
count is complete, using
models based on partial
results, past races and exten-
sive polling of thousands of
voters. 

But in particularly tight
contests, the AP and other
news organizations may
hold off on declaring a win-
ner. That could lead to a
national roller coaster ride
of shifting results.  

WASHINGTON (AP) —
The White House has decid-
ed not to release an updated
economic forecast as
planned this year. 

The decision, confirmed
Thursday by a senior admin-
istration official who was not
authorized to publicly com-
ment on the plan, came amid
intensifying signals of the
pandemic’s grim economic
toll.  

The U.S. economy shrank
at a faster-than-expected
annual rate of 5% during the
first quarter, the Commerce
Department reported Thurs-

day. At least 2.1 million
Americans lost their jobs
last week, meaning 41 mil-
lion Americans have filed for
unemployment benefits
since shutdowns intended to
prevent the spread of the
coronavirus began in mid-
March.  

Trump argues that the
economy will rebound later
this year or in 2021 and that
voters should give him
another term in office to
oversee the expansion.  

The senior administration
official maintained that the
underlying economic data

would be too uncertain to
convey a meaningful picture
about the recovery.  

According to an AP-NORC
poll conducted in May, 49% of
Americans approve of how
the president is handling the
economy. That has dipped
over the last two months,
from 56% who said so in
March.  

Before the outbreak began,
and even as the virus began
battering the economy,
approval of how Trump had
handled the issue was the
highest it’s been over the
course of his presidency. 

White House won’t release economic 
update as election draws near
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SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN
Tonight: Partfy cloudy. Lows in tho upper 40s. Northwest winds up to 
lOmph
Saturday: Mostly sunny. Hghs in the mid 60s. North winds up to 
lOmph

MARINE FORECAST
Lak* Michigan naar ahora torneasti
Tonight NW wind 5 to 10 kt. Partly cloudy. Waves 1 ft or less. 
Saturday: NNW wind 5 to 10 kt Mostly sunny. Wavos i ft or less.

Lake Michigan water temperature is 62 degrees. 
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The UVI forecast for Saturday is 7
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TEMPERATURES 
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NATIONAL FORECAST Saturday, May. 30, 2020

Warm Front

▼
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Front

>>>>>
Jetstream

Rockford
68/50

ALMANAC
StaSsttos for Yesterday 
HigtvLow, Waukesha . . 73/64
High/Low......... ....................79*7
Normal High/Low ................69.‘50
Last year's high lor date..........57
Last year's low for date........... 48
Preopitabon. Waukesha. 0.00*
Preopitatkm . . .................... 0.02*
Preop. month to date .. . 4.72’
Prcop. year »0 date.......... 1524’
Snowfall Yesterday............... 0.0*
Snow season to date.......... 37.8’
• wm Om. HtM rnmuoL
MWj»~ PWnl»«»»! * tw Ktf.W’l ti ■»cw, toé utS ffcn______________
May. 29 Jon. 5 Jon. 13 Jun. 21 

Fir« Full Lasl Hew

« I #
Sunset today................. 8:23 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow.......... 5:17 ajn.

WIND CHILL TOMORROW

A composite of 8a m..................63

lhe eflects ol Noon .. .. «7 
tempcraiuro and
w«nd on the 4 P-m.............  65
human body 8pm.................... 57

HEATINQ DEQREE
An Index of «new «onsurnpOon 
i-vdcjarg how many degrees tho day* 
mean tempest»/'« was below 65 
degrees.
Yesterday...................................... 0
Month 10 date............................ 320
Season 10 date........................ 6246
Normal season to dase...........  6792

Moonrise tomorrow........... 1:05 p.m.
Moonsei tomorrow.............2.03 am.
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